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F.Y. Exports Imports Trade Balance
(INR Cr) (INR Cr) (INR Cr)

2022-23 23,050 21,809 +1,241
2023-24 24,724 21,132 +3,592
2024-25 28,392 22,865 +5,527
2025-26 21,970 18,953 +3,017
(April - Dec 2025)                Source: DGCIS, Ministry of Commerce.

Giriraj Singh briefs LS
on new research projects
NEW DELHI, MAR. 12--

A total of 16 new research projects focusing on areas such as,
indigenous development of advanced technical textile products, high-
performance fibres, smart and functional textiles, protective gear,
textile machinery, and composite systems for infrastructure and
industrial applications etc. have been approved under National
Technical Textiles Mission (NTTM) in February, 2026.

This above information was provided by Minister for Textiles,
Mr. Giriraj Singh, in a written reply to a question in Lok Sabha today.

Textile Minister informed that one of the key objectives of
Component-I of NTTM is to support fundamental research for the
development of specialty fibres such as carbon fibre, aramid fibre,
nylon fibre and Ultra High Molecular Weight Poly Ethylene
(UHMWPE), etc. Under this component, a project for indigenous
development of intermediate modulus grade carbon fibre has been
approved to CSIR-National Aerospace Laboratories (CSIR-NAL).

Under NTTM, a dedicated intervention titled “Grant for
Research and Entrepreneurship across Aspiring Innovators in
Technical Textiles (GREAT)” has been implemented with an objective
to support start-up ecosystem of Technical Textiles in the country
by assisting young innovators, scientists/technologists, and start-
up ventures in the field of Technical Textiles to translate their ideas
into commercial technologies/products. Under the GREAT guidelines,
a maximum support of Rs. 50 lakh is provided to each approved start-
up. A total of 31 Start-ups have been approved under NTTM at a
cost of Rs. 15.40 crore.

The Ministry of Textiles is promoting the mandatory use of
indigenous geotextiles in infrastructure development, including road
construction in hilly and difficult terrains, through coordinated efforts
among various Ministries / Departments such as the Ministry of
Road Transport & Highways, the Ministry of Jal Shakti, etc. The
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways and the Ministry of Jal
Shakti have issued guidelines and codal provisions encouraging
the use of various geosynthetic products such as Geocell,
Geocomposites, Geogrid, etc. in highway construction and
maintenance.

As per Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence and
Statistics (DGCIS) trade data, during the current financial year (till
December 2025), total export of technical textiles from the country
stands at Rs. 21,970 crore as against the import of Rs. 18,953 crore.
The details of export and import of Technical Textiles in the last three
financial years and current financial year as per the DGCIS data are
given below:

India Must Re-Align Product Strategy to Fully
Leverage New FTAs: Agarwal of WAZIR

By Our Special Correspondent
MUMBAI, MAR 12—

India’s ability to translate
recent Free Trade Agreements
into sustained export growth will
depend less on tariff advantages
alone and more on how quickly
the industry shifts its product
focus towards under-penetrated
global segments. Delivering the
keynote address at the Texfair
expo organised by the South India
Mills Association in Coimbatore
last week, Mr. Prashant Agarwal,
Joint Managing Director of Wazir
Advisors, said that product
diversification remains the most
immediate strategic priority for
Indian manufacturers seeking to
expand their presence in global
apparel markets.

Mr. Agarwal said that

several high-value apparel
categories continue to be
dominated by competing
manufacturing nations,
particularly in segments linked to
man-made fibres and fashion-
oriented value additions. Global
trade in categories such as knitted
man-made fibre garments, non-
cotton T-shirts and value-added
woven outerwear collectively
runs into tens of billions of dollars
annually, yet India’s share in
many of these segments remains
marginal.

He emphasised that this
imbalance has limited the
country’s ability to fully capitalise
on expanding demand patterns in
developed markets.

Speaking during his

keynote presentation, Mr.
Agarwal pointed out that global
apparel and made-ups trade is
currently valued at nearly US$
589 billion, but growth within this
market has been unevenly
distr ibuted. Countries that
aligned early with changing
consumption trends and secured
preferential market access have
seen sustained expansion, while
India’s export growth has
remained comparatively moderate
despite strong upstream
capabilities.

He said this underlines the
need for a structural shift in the
country’s product mix rather than
incremental capacity additions in
traditional categories.

Referring to market

dynamics in the United States,
Mr. Agarwal said apparel imports
from India are estimated at around
US$ 9 billion, significantly lower
than sourcing volumes from
China and Vietnam.

He said sourcing
preferences in the US continue
to favour countries operating
under trade arrangements that
lower cost barr iers, making
operational efficiency and scale
critical for Indian exporters in the
absence of comprehensive tariff
parity.

Turning to Europe and the
United Kingdom, Mr. Agarwal
said these markets together
represent one of the largest
consumption bases globally, with
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GOTS Version 8.0 released: Advanced
supply chain accountability,

from fibre to finished product
MUMBAI, MAR. 12--

Global Standard has announced the release of GOTS Version
8.0, the latest update to the world's leading processing standard for
organic textiles. The updated Standard strengthens requirements
for air emissions and waste management, as well as criteria for product
safety. It introduces new provisions on circularity, microfibre
management and updates in residue testing. Version 8.0 also elevates
due diligence obligations and formalises governance requirements,
including ESG disclosure, anti-corruption policies and conflict-of-
interest safeguards, to support credible, responsible business
conduct. The introduction of mandatory due diligence processes is
based on OECD guidelines and provides even greater clarity for
companies as they navigate heightening regulatory risks.

“We proudly present GOTS Version 8.0 as the outcome of an
extensive and highly collaborative revision process, reflecting the
collective intelligence of our global stakeholder community,” notes
Global Standard Managing Director Rahul Bhajekar, adding that “the
diverse expertise, rigorous dialogue and shared commitment of all
participants have been decisive in further strengthening the Standard
and ensuring its forward-looking relevance.”

Global Standard Managing Director Claudia Kersten states,
“GOTS Version 8.0 marks an important milestone in our continuous
improvement journey. It is even more clearly designed as a coherent
governance system for the entire textile value chain and serves as a
practical system-level business tool for the industry. It governs how
a textile is produced, how it is verified, what may be claimed and how
it is labelled, creating traceability and integrity."


