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Majhi lays foundation stone for textile park
BHUBANESWAR, FEB. 15—

Odisha Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi on
Saturday laid foundation stones
for a Rs 100-crore textile park and
a Rs 187-crore disaster recovery
and data centre in his native
Keonjhar district.

Addressing a meeting on
Dharanidhar University campus,
Majhi said, "The state
government is committed to
making Keonjhar a diversified
industrial hub. The mineral-rich
district will witness a multi-sector
hub of industrial growth. Our

vision is to build a golden
Keonjhar."

Hindalco will set up a
garment manufacturing unit on
seven acres, producing 24 lakh
garments annually, including
brands such as Louis Philippe,
Van Heusen, Allen Solly and Peter
England, for domestic and global
markets.

"It’s a matter of privilege for
all of us and this project supports
Odisha’s broader goal of
expanding value-added industries
beyond mining and heavy
manufacturing," he added.

Hindalco’s president
(corporate affairs) Ardhendu
Mohapatra said, "This apparel
manufacturing unit reflects our
commitment to creating
sustainable livelihood
opportunities. The Keonjhar unit
adds to Hindalco’s growing
livelihood initiatives in Odisha.
Another apparel unit is under
construction at Tikiri, and a
similar facility is planned in
Sambalpur. Together, these
projects aim to strengthen skill
development and employment
opportunities, particularly for

underprivileged sections."
The chief minister said that

during the O-Tex, the textile
conclave held in Bhubaneswar in
July last, as many as 33 pacts
worth Rs 7,800 crore were signed,
which will create employment
opportunities for over 53,000
people across the state.

"Our youths are
strengthening the textile industry
in other states. Now, similar
opportunities will be created in
Odisha so that people can work
from the comfort of their homes,"
Majhi said. (PTI)

Govt cheating cotton farmers
and textile exporters over

tariffs in India-US deal: Rahul
NEW DELHI, FEB. 15—

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Saturday accused the
government of cheating cotton farmers and textile exporters in the
country over the India-US interim trade deal and said the agreement
is likely to inflict deep damage on both sectors.

He also claimed that the trade deal, which now favours
Bangladesh through zero per cent tariffs, will either finish the textile
sector or the cotton farming or both, and the entire country knows
this.

In a post on X, he said the government has neither protected
the interests of cotton farmers nor that of textile exporters as a
visionary government would have negotiated a deal that protected
both and ensured prosperity for both the sectors.

"18 per cent Tariff vs 0 per cent - Let me explain how the Prime
Minister and his cabinet are spreading confusion on this issue. And
how they are cheating India's cotton farmers and textile exporters
through the India-US trade deal," he said in his post.

Hitting back at Gandhi, Textile Minister Giriraj Singh accused
Rahul Gandhi of spreading "misinformation without understanding
the facts".

"The reality is that India has secured a much better and more
balanced trade arrangement with the US compared to many of our
competing countries - a deal designed holistically to support industry
growth while safeguarding the interests of our farmers.

"India's cotton export story is stronger and more diversified
than ever," Singh said, adding that it is not dependent on just one
market.

In his post, Gandhi said Bangladesh is being given zero per
cent tariff benefit on garment exports to the US - the only condition
is that they import American cotton.

"After the announcement of 18 percent tariff on Indian
garments, when I raised the question in Parliament about the special
concession being given to Bangladesh, the reply from a minister of
the Modi government was: 'If we also want the same benefit, we will
have to import cotton from America'.

"Why was this fact hidden from the country till now? And
what kind of policy is this? Is this really any kind of choice - or is it
a trap designed to push us into a 'well in front, ditch behind'
situation," he asked.

The Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha said, "If we import
American cotton, our own farmers will be ruined. If we don't import
it, our textile industry will lag behind and get destroyed."

And now, he claimed, Bangladesh is also giving signals that it
may reduce or even stop importing cotton from India, he said.

Gandhi said the textile industry and cotton farming are the
Continued on Page 3

India to receive same garment
duty benefits as Bangladesh
under US trade pact: Goyal

NEW DELHI, FEB. 15—
India will get concessional duty access for garments made by

using American yarn and cotton under its trade agreement with the
US, similar to the benefits currently provided to Bangladesh,
Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal said on Thursday.

The US will reduce reciprocal tariffs on Bangladeshi goods to
19 per cent, but garments attract zero duty only if made with US
cotton and man-made fibres.

A Bangladeshi garment now faces a 31 per cent levy (12 per
cent for most-favoured nation plus 19 per cent reciprocal), and if it
uses US fibres, then duty falls to 12 per cent.

"Bangladesh ko jo Mila hai, wo Bharat ko bhi milne wala hai
final agreement me (Whatever Bangladesh has got, India will also
get the same in the final agreement," Goyal told reporters here.

It will be there in the fine prints of the India-US pact, he said.
If an Indian company procures yarn forward and cotton forward

from the US, manufactures garments, and re-exports to the US, those
garments will also receive duty-free access in America, just like
Bangladeshi firms, he pointed out.

That is there in that US-Bangladesh agreement, and "it will be
in our agreement also", he said, adding that it will not have any
impact on Indian cotton farmers.

The US has limited cotton production, its exports are only
USD 5 million, and for India, the target is USD 50 billion, the minister
said.

In trade deals, "yarn forward" and "cotton forward" are rules
of origin (RoO) requiring specific production steps within the free
trade area (FTA) to qualify for duty-free benefits, ensuring the final

Continued on Page 3
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KENNIGTON INDUSTRIES
Price in Rs. per Kg. - Ex- Bhiwandi

20/1 Poly Ring Spun Virgin 139+GST
24/1 Poly Ring Spun Virgin 143+GST
30/1 Poly Ring Virgin Knitting/Waterjet 149+GST
30/1 Poly Ring Spun Virgin weaving 146+GST
40/1 Poly Ring Spun Virgin Weaving 164+GST
40/1 Poly Ring Waterjet/ Knitting 166+GST
30/1 Poly Siro Compact (Warp) 180+GST
40/1 Poly Siro Compact (Warp) 198+GST
50/1 Poly Siro Compact (Warp) 213+GST
27/1 Poly Tiger Slub 159+GST
27/1 Poly Lousiana 45 Kg. 161+GST
20/1 Poly Vortex 141+GST
30/1 Poly Vortex 150+GST
40/1 Poly Magic Lot.8022 168+GST
40/1 Poly Micro Magic Lot-803 168+GST
12/1 CP 52/48 Arrow 167+GST
16/1 CP 52/48 Arrow 172+GST
27/1 CP 52/48 ARROW 186+GST
30/1 Viscose Silver 200+GST
30/1 Lyocell Vortex 214+GST
40/1 Lyocell Compact 268+GST
30/1 PV Warp 168+GST
42/1 PV Warp 184+GST
20/1 Lyocell Slub NASA 275+GST
20/1 Lyocell Cotton NIMBUDA 260+GST
31/1 Cotton Lyocell Plain 237+GST
34/1 Combed Cotton Lyocell 240+GST
41/1 Cotton Lyocell Plain 257+GST
20/1 OTP ( Lyocell Linen 80/20) 375+GST
20/1  Chips Poly Cotton Linen 230+GST
20/1 Silvi Lyocell Cotton Linen 350+GST
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GREY CLOTH
PEE VEE TEXTILES LTD.

100 % COTTON GREIGE FABRIC
(ALL COMBED COMPACT YARN)

Quality Weave  Ex BCI
Rate Rate
+GST

30 Compact x 30 Compact / 124 x 64  - 63" 2/1 87.00 90.00
40 Compact x 40 Compact / 120 x 96   - 63" 1/1 87.00 90.00
50 Compact x 50 Compact / 132 x 80 - 63" 1/1 79.00 82.00

STRETCH GREIGE FABRIC
30 Comp x 20 K Spandex (70d) / 160 x 90 GOL Dobby 73"  158.00
40 Comp x 30 Cw Spandex (40d) / 88 x 72 GOL 1/1  74" 90.00

CUT-CORDUROY GREIGE  FABRIC
40 Comp x 30 Comp / 84 x 130  (21 Wales)        Corduroy  66" 118.00

JACQUARD DESIGN GREIGE  FABRIC
50 Comp x 50 Comp / 144 x 94 (On Loom) Jacquard 65" 138.00
with Name Writing Jacquard Selvedge.
60 Comp x 60 Comp / 110 x 88                  Jacquard  67" 118.00
with Name Writing Jacquard Selvedge.

VIATT 2026 to debut German Pavilion, strengthening
European participation alongside key Asian textile hubs
MUMBAI, FEB. 15—

Vietnam’s textile and garment sector continues to be a major
contributor to the country’s economic growth, with export revenues
expected to reach USD 46 billion in 2025, a 5.6% increase from 2024 .
From 26 – 28 February, the Vietnam International Trade Fair for
Apparel, Textiles and Textile Technologies (VIATT) is set to contribute
to economic growth opportunities by accelerating digital
transformation and green transition across the entire textile value
chain. The upcoming edition will respond to the rising demand for
advanced technologies and sustainable materials with the
introduction of the German Pavilion, alongside strong exhibitor
participation from key Asian sectors, as well as several high-profile
fringe events.

At its third edition, the fair will feature seven country / region
pavilions and zones from China, Germany, Europe, India, Japan,
Taiwan, and Türkiye, spanning VIATT’s three core sectors and the
entire supply chain: Apparel Fabrics & Fashion, Home & Contract
Textiles, and Technical Textiles & Technologies.

The inaugural German Pavilion, organised by the Federal
Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (BMWE) in cooperation
with the Association of the German Trade Fair Industry (AUMA),
will be a focal point within the returning European Zone, which also
spotlights leading exhibitors from Italy, Switzerland, Türkiye, and
the UK. The pavilion will provide buyers with direct access to a
comprehensive range of well-engineered products and solutions,
emphasising quality, compliance, and time-proven manufacturing.
Participating companies include:
APPAREL FABRICS & FASHION

* MUEHLMEIER Bodyshaping: a global leader in high-quality
bra cups, shoulder pads, and garment accessories for lingerie,
swimwear, and sportswear. The company combines innovative
design, precise engineering, and sustainable production to deliver
products that ensure comfort, perfect fit, and reliable support.

* Karl Conzelmann: with over 100 years of family-owned
expertise, this producer of fine lingerie, ladies’ underwear, and
loungewear knits most of its fabrics in Germany using high-quality
yarns including sustainable micromodal, modal/viscose, and GOTS-
certified cotton.

* Dalat Worsted Spinning (Suedwolle Group): since 1966, this
family-owned business has produced dyed and natural worsted yarns
in 100% wool and wool blends, with parallel manufacturing in Europe
and Asia, including Vietnam's first and most advanced worsted
spinning mill in Da Lat.
HOME & CONTRACT TEXTILES

•    Huegin-Trietex: specialising in sun protection solutions,
the company has been a leading producer of high-quality motors for
interior window coverings since 1977. The Trietex® brand is
renowned for its durability and reliability in vertical blinds and curtain
tracks, making it a trusted choice in both commercial and residential
settings worldwide.

* Paradies: for over a century Paradies has pioneered high-
quality bedding, including the world's first washable textile fibre
duvet, setting standards for healthy, restorative sleep with
sustainable, natural materials produced entirely in Germany and
supplied to customers in around 50 countries worldwide.
TECHNICAL TEXTILES & TEXTILE TECHNOLOGIES

* Georg Sahm: as a leader in automatic winding technology for

high performance fibres and technical yarns, Sahm offers innovative
solutions in winding and unwinding technology as well as support
for upstream and downstream winding-related processes.

* IBENA Shanghai Technical Textiles: specialises in high-
performance materials, including emergency clothing for fire brigades,
automotive seat cushions, and decorative textiles for stage
productions.

* Lindauer DORNIER: one of the world’s technology leaders
with its product lines of weaving machines, film stretching lines, and
composite systems. The company manufactures advanced weaving
machines that create high-end fabrics, including airbags, filters, and
premium silk. It also leads the market in film stretching, producing
ultra-thin plastic films for various tech applications.

* ZSK Stickmaschinen: producing outstanding embroidery,
its machines combine premium quality with technical intelligence –
used in apparel textiles, medical technology, aerospace, automotive,
and beyond.

The pavilion’s lineup will be further enhanced by Global
Standard (textile standards, certification) and Hohenstein
Laboratories (testing, certification, quality control).

VIATT 2026 will continue to gather major exhibitors from Asia
and beyond, solidifying the fair’s role as a hub for diversified textile
supply and manufacturing partnerships in ASEAN.

Beyond pavilions and zones from Germany and East Asia, one
other pavilion is set to feature prominently: the India Pavilion,
organised by TEXPROCIL (The Cotton Textiles Export Promotion
Council), will return with 21 companies showcasing the country’s
export-ready capabilities and breadth in cotton textiles and related
categories.

Notably, it will promote Kasturi Cotton, an initiative launched
by the Ministry of Textiles, Textile Trade Bodies, and Industry, aimed
at enhancing the value of Indian cotton according to established
benchmark specifications. This pioneering initiative focuses on
traceability, certification, and branding, setting a new standard for
Indian cotton in the global market.
FRINGE PROGRAMME ADDING INSIGHTS
FOR VIETNAMESE AND GLOBAL SECTORS

Beyond the show floor, the fair will offer diverse opportunities
for industry players through its wide range of fringe events spanning
trends, innovation, market updates, and textile business strategies.
Featured events include:

* TGIS 2026 (Vietnam Textile & Garment Industry Development
Strategy Summit):  this summit will delve into critical topics such as
AI & Upgrading, Sustainability & Compliance, and the International
Brand Perspective on Vietnam. With networking a key focus, the
event will also include dedicated matchmaking sessions between
manufacturers and retail brands.

* Textile Industry Exchange: under the topic of The Trade
Uncertainties in 2026, this roundtable event will bring together
industry leaders to share valuable insights on critical topics,
including tariffs in the US, the EU’s ecodesign regulations, and the
impact and opportunities across Asia supply chain.

The Vietnam International Trade Fair for Apparel, Textiles and
Textile Technologies (VIATT) is organised by Messe Frankfurt (HK)
Ltd and the Vietnam Trade Promotion Agency (VIETRADE). VIATT
2026 will be held from 26 – 28 February 2026.

#

apparel uses materials sourced from FTA partners, boosting regional
manufacturing.

The benefit for the apparel sector will flow after India and the
US sign the legal agreement for an interim trade deal by mid-March.

India and the US have finalised a framework for the first phase
of the bilateral trade agreement. It is likely to be implemented in
March.

There will be no quota on the import of raw materials such as
cotton.

India to receive same garment duty benefits
as Bangladesh under US trade pact: Goyal

Continued from Page 1 Col 2 The US businesses are now looking at India as a trusted partner,
Goyal said.

Majority of goods produced by Indian farmers like dairy,
cereals, poultry, soyameal, maize, most varieties of fruits and
vegetables, ethanol and tobacco, many pulses and millets are out of
the trade deal with the US, he said, adding India has opened sectors
in a calibrated manner.

"Around more than 90-95 per cent of the products grown by
farmers are out of the US trade deal," Goyal said while responding to
opposition comments that India has conceded a large chunk of its
agri markets for US imports.

"What India needs and what we import even now and items
that will not hurt farmers in India in any way, only those items have
been opened in a calibrated manner after careful consideration. This
will also benefit India in a way and farmers also," he added.

These remarks are important, as Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi, on Wednesday, alleged that the India-US interim trade deal
was a "wholesale surrender", with India's energy security handed
over to America and farmers' interests compromised.

Goyal said the Congress leader should apologise to the people
of India.

In some free trade agreements (FTAs), certain Indian medical
devices would also get duty concessions, he added.

"We are opening developed markets through the nine FTAs,
which cover 38 countries with rich people and high per capita
incomes," the minister said.

Goyal added that the National Industrial Corridor Development
Corporation (NICDC) can look at reserving 50 -100 acres for medical
device units in the country.

Commenting on the US-Bangladesh deal, Apparel Export
Promotion Council (AEPC) chairman A Sakthivel said that the
commerce minister, during an interaction on Wednesday, informed
that India is expected to sign the agreement with the US shortly and
confirmed that benefits similar to one extended to the textile Industry
of Bangladesh would most likely be extended to India as well. (PTI)


