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National Textiles Ministers’
Conference to Begin

from today in Guwahati
NEW DELHI, JAN. 07—

The National Textiles Ministers’ Conference 2026, organised
by the Ministry of Textiles, in collaboration with the Government of
Assam, will commence from tomorrow, 8th January in Guwahati,
Assam. The two-day Conference will be held under the theme “India’s
Textiles: Weaving Growth, Heritage & Innovation”, bringing together
Textile Ministers and senior officials from States and Union Territories
across the nation.

The two-day Conference aims to provide a platform for
deliberations on policy, investment, sustainability, exports,
infrastructure development, and technological advancement in the
textile sector. It aligns with the Government’s vision of positioning
India as a global textile manufacturing hub by 2030, with a focus on
boosting exports, employment generation, and inclusive growth, in
line with the ethos of “Vikas Bhi, VirasatBhi”.

The Inaugural Session on 8 January 2026 will be attended by
the Union Minister of Textiles, Mr. Giriraj Singh, Chief Minister of
Assam, Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma, Minister of State for Textiles, Mr.
Pabitra Margherita along with other dignitaries. The inaugural session
will also feature the opening of an Exhibition and Pavilion, showcasing
India’s textile strength, innovation, and rich heritage.

The Conference will feature sessions covering key areas such
as Infrastructure and Investment, Expanding India’s Textile Exports,
Raw Materials and Fibres, Technical Textiles and New-Age Fibres,
and Preserving and Promoting Handlooms and Handicrafts. Special
focus will be placed on flagship initiatives such as the PM Mega
Integrated Textile Regions and Apparel (PM MITRA) Parks,
sustainability and environmental compliance, technical textiles,
innovation, and integrated value-chain development.

Ministers and officials from States and Union Territories across
the nation, are expected to participate and share best practices,
challenges and policy suggestions aimed at strengthening the textile
value chain across regions and districts.

A conclave on “Strengthening and Empowering the Textiles
Sector of the North-Eastern Region of India” will also be held on 8
January 2026, in which Textile Ministers from North-Eastern States,
Members of Parliament, and senior officials from the Centre and
States will participate. The Conclave will focus on unlocking the
potential of the North-East’s silk, handloom, handicrafts, and
bamboo-based textiles, with special emphasis on Eri, Muga and
Mulberry silk, women-led enterprises, branding, and market access.

The National Textiles Ministers’ Conference is expected to
strengthen Centre–State collaboration and chart a clear roadmap for
a competitive, sustainable, and inclusive textile sector.

NIFT extends the last
date of filling online

application form
NEW DELHI, JAN. 07—

NIFT has commenced its
process for entrance exam for
batch of 2026-27 in various UG
and PG courses of fashion
design, management and
technology with reduced fee
across various categories. In
order to extend the benefit of
reduced fee to maximum
candidates, NIFT has extended
the last date for form filling up to
13th January 2026 (from 14th to
16th January 2026 with late fee).
The CBT and pen-paper based
entrance exam will be conducted
on 8th February 2026 by National
Testing Agency (NTA) in 102
cities across the country.

For the batch of 2026-27,
fees had been reduced from Rs.
3,000/- to Rs. 2,000/- for Open,
OBC (NCL) and Open-EWS
category candidates and from Rs.
1,500/- to Rs. 500/- for SC, ST and
PwD candidates.

First Coordination Committee Meeting of TRAs
emphasises on Research for Industry approach

NEW DELHI, JAN. 07—
The 1st Coordination

Committee Meeting of Textile
Research Associations (TRAs)
which met recently in Capital
under the leadership of Union
Minister of Textiles Mr. Giriraj
Singh and under the
chairpersonship of Secretary
(Textiles) Ms. Neelam Shami Rao
deliberated on the strategic role
of Textile Research Associations
(TRAs) in advancing fibre
science, technical textiles,
sustainability and innovation-led
growth.

Emphasis was placed on a
“Research for  Industry”
approach, with focused
discussions on strengthening
Centres of Excellence (CoEs),
particularly in the areas of
sustainability and recycling.

Key areas included

upgradation of laboratory
infrastructure to global
standards, promotion of
industry-driven and application-
oriented research, development
of sustainable and circular
textile solutions, and
formulation of a coordinated
national                  textile research
framework.

During the meeting the
Ministry also highlighted the
growing importance of smart
textiles and emphasized
enhanced research through
convergence with other
Government R&D initiatives,
including schemes under CSIR,
and collaboration with academic
institutions for  effective
knowledge dissemination.
Emerging applications such as
predictive modelling, eco-
efficient material blends,

electronic fibres, and advanced
e-textile systems for healthcare,
defence, and intelligent
environments were discussed.

Flagship Government
initiatives such as the National
Technical Textiles Mission
(NTTM), PM MITRA Parks, and
various export promotion and
support schemes were
highlighted as key enablers for
driving innovation, improving
competitiveness, and positioning
India as a global leader in the
textile sector.

The meeting concluded
with a shared resolve to
strengthen coordination among
TRAs and to leverage research,
innovation, and collaboration to
support the long-term growth and
global positioning of the Indian
textile industry.

#

Cashmere Producers Stress Importance
of The Good Cashmere Standard

From Tecoya NewsDesk
MUMBAI, JAN. 07—

At the invitation of the Aid by Trade Foundation (AbTF),
over 70 experts from the cashmere production and supply chain, as
well as other specialists, met at the GCS Unit Meeting in Shanghai,
China to discuss the progress and new objectives of The Good
Cashmere Standard (GCS).

The meeting focused on implementation and verification of
the standard, important aspects of animal welfare and the importance
of the standard in the global textile market.

The Good Cashmere Standard, the largest standard in the world
for sustainable cashmere, welcomed animal welfare and cashmere
experts, and GCS partner companies to its two-day conference, to
discuss together the future of the sustainable cashmere industry.
The issues discussed included species-appropriate animal
husbandry, and the expanded GSC verification system.

Other important points at the meeting were exchanges of
experiences with local actors regarding the implementation of
standard requirements at cashmere goat farms, and the importance
of seamless transparency in verified cashmere fibre in the supply
chain – an issue that is becoming increasingly important due to the
expected regulations in the EU and the USA.

One of the highlights was the speech by the herdswoman
Chaoluomenqiqige, who runs a GSC model farm with her husband
Zhaonashun. She shared her personal experiences with The Good
Cashmere Standard and stressed the positive effect that the standard
had had on her operation – because of the progressive animal welfare
practices, for example.

“It is impressive how much commitment herders put into their
everyday work”, says Tina Stridde, Managing Director of the Aid by
Trade Foundation. “This makes the model farms important centres
of innovation and inspiration for all partners of The Good Cashmere
Standard.”


