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"B~~~ed Cotton Seeds Germinate 
into a Parallel Market of~600 er 

f 

Industry associations seek permission to test herbicide-tolerant genetically 
modified variety this kharif season as these have impacted cotton yield 

J1y1shree Bhosale 

Pune: filegal herbicide-tole
rant genetically modified 
(HTBt) cotton seeds, banned 
for environmental reasons, 
have quietly claimed about 
15% of India's t3,600-crore 
cotton seed market, as it al
lows farmers to use herbici
des to eliminate weeds and 
cut labour costs. 
Industry associations have 

now approached central and 
state governments, seeking 
permission to test HTBt se- chemicals to get rid of weeds 
eds developed by different on cotton fields without ha
companies in the current ving to employ manual labo
kharif season~ They argue ur. This addresses the issue 
. that use of illegal seeds has ot workforce shortage as 
impacted cotton yields, lea- well. 
ding to a spike in cotton im- Whilemorethan90% of cot
ports. ton cultivated in India is ge-
Despite no official apprqval, netically modified. Yet, the 

nearty 7.5 nµllion packets of • addition of -herbicide-tole
HTJ3t cotton seeds were sold • rapt traits remains stuck in 
last year, creating a parallel regulatory limbo due to con
market worth ffi00.600 ~rore, cerns raised about·environ-
industry insiders told ET. ment and health issues. 
HTBt cotton can wjthstand Industry bodies National 

herbicides like glyphosate, Seed Association of India 
allowing· farmers to spray (NSAI) and Seed Industries 

the need for testing the seeds 
developed by various entiti-
es. il 
"The rapid spread of the • 

legal seeds shoy.s that far
mers are looking for a solu
tion for labour shortage and 
for ease of cotton cultiva
tion " ,said Vaibhav Kashi
kar, 'treasurer at NSAI. "We 
believe that the farmers 
using illegal cotton seeds are 
getting about 20% less yields· 
as there is no quality check • 
by the government." 
SIAM noted that "seeds not 

Association of Maharashtra approved for environmental 
(SIAM) believe proper testing release ... are being cultivated 
and regulation are keys to en-· without scientific assessment 
sure minimal environmental· or statutory overview." 
impact and improve yields. 
They have written letters to ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS 

vario~s authorities inclu- . A section of the agricultural 
ding environment, forest and and environmental experts 
climate . change minister h~s raised concerns that the 
~hupende~ yadav, the agri- adoption of HTBt seeds may 
cul~ m1mstry as well as lead to increased use of glyp
the governments of Maha- hosate, a toxic chemical used 
rashtra and Telangana, war- to kill weeds, which is tinked 
,ning· about ,the ''a).arming to health hazards including 
spread of illegalHTcottonse- cancer. Use of glyphosatecan 
eds across all the cotton pro- also give rise to superweeds 
ducing states of India" and they said. ' 
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